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My Move to Kanazawa - a poolside scene

| lived in the Kansai area for over 20 years, and living on
the Japan Sea side of the country was my first experience
of life. My friends in Kanazawa told me half-mockingly
about the city’ s harsh climate. However, now that almost
six months have passed since | moved here, Kanazawa
continues to be a good place to live. The food is delicious
and access to the Tokyo and Kansai areas is easy. What” s
more, there are many cultural facilities such as Kanazawa
Citizens’ Art Center (an amazing facility even by national
standards) and Kanazawa College of Art. Of course, many
people live here and conduct their daily activities. After
taking a deep breath, | jumped into their activities and dived
slowly. “Diving” was an experience that made me realize
that | cannot live without breathing. It felt like yesterday,
today and tomorrow melted together. As it happens, |
belonged to a swimming club in my school days, although
my time in swimming is not something | can be proud of.

“A Dive”. It is no exaggeration to say that “Swimming Pool,”
by Leandro Erlich, is the most popular artwork in the 21st
Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa. It gives
us an experience of diving in a different way, or it shows us
a scene from the poolside in a different way. However, we
cannot jump into this pool. However, there are many other
water surfaces we can dive into, which we can see by
straining our eyes.

By the way, have you heard of the creators’ group “Nihonkai
Zokei Kaigi” ? | bought their picture book at a secondhand
bookstore in Okinawa. The group, which was formed in
1978 and dissolved in 2008, invited distinguished people
related to the arts to Kanazawa, and promoted grassroots
avant-garde artistic activities. In their “Written Opinion for
the Establishment of a New Art Museum in Ishikawa
Prefecture” (1978), there is an organization chart, which
includes not only a large hall, open-air exhibition site and
video room, but also a child-minding room and a snack
room. There are also the stealthily written words “water
pool.” A scene from a poolside which is within the realm of
possibility is hidden in such a place.

Arata Hasegawa
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